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THE MAN BEHIND THE MUNCE
DISCOVERY BURS

Dr.John C. Munce came up
with the product idea
nearly 20 years ago.
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MICROSCOPES AND THE STANDARD

OF CARE

Dr. Josh Todd talks about
his scope of choice and why
he won't work without it.
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Dr. Fernando J. Meza on
how disinfecting the root
canal system is no problem.

UNLOCKING THE POWER OF LASERS IN
ENDODONTICS

Endo’s main event

Downtown Los Angeles sits against the backdrop of Mount Baldy. This year, the city is playing host to the AAE, taking place through Saturday.
(Photo/Alek Leckszas, via Wikimedia Commons)

By Aaron Rothkopf, Endo Tribune Staff

he bright lights of Los Angeles

will have some competition

these next few days — the bright

smiles from hundreds of endo-
dontists attending this year’s annual
American Association of Endodontists.
Taking place today through Saturday at
the Los Angeles Convention Center in
the West Hall and Petree Hall, the meet-
ing will be your one-stop shop to join
your friends and colleagues for four days
of learning at amazing workshops while
also testing out the latest tools being
used in the field.

Whether you are looking for courses
specializing in “Cracks and Fractured
Teeth” or wanting to know more about
the “Conundrum of Pulpal Diagnosis”,
AAE24 has everything for your practice.

The main event takes place in the con-
vention center on the exhibit floor where

- See MAIN, page 2

Educational tracks to ignite inspiration

The AAE24 will feature an array of
educational tracks, each designed to em-
power endodontic professionals with the
knowledge and skills needed to thrive in
an ever-evolving field.

1. Future of Endodontic Practice Track:
Explore the latest clinical and techno-
logical advancements, navigate different
practice ownership models and harness
artificial intelligence and cutting-edge
imaging tissue technologies.

2. New Voices Track: The New Voices

Track features fresh perspectives from
up-and-coming speakers in the field of
endodontics. From clinical blitzes to in-
sights into career pathways, this track
offers valuable content for prospective
endodontic residents, early-career pro-
fessionals and seasoned practitioners
alike.

3. Non-surgical Root Canal Therapy
Track: Delve into updates on endodon-
tics and explore thought-provoking in-
terdisciplinary topics, from Al and CBD

to systemic factors affecting endodontic
outcomes.

4. Outcomes Track: Explore the evolu-
tion of endodontic treatment modali-
ties. World-renowned experts will guide
attendees through various phases of
treatment, emphasizing clinical tips for
enhancing patient-centered outcomes.

5. Pulp Biology Track: “Be Vital” with
the Pulp Biology Track, offering a com-
prehensive overview of current and rel-
evant content on pulpitis, pulpal diagno-

sis and vital pulp therapy protocols.

6. Surgical Root Canal Therapy Track:
The Surgical Root Canal Therapy Track
provides an overview of advanced proce-
dures in endodontic microsurgery. From
guided approaches to dynamic naviga-
tion, attendees will learn about cutting-
edge techniques and management strat-
egies for complex cases.

(Source: American Association
of Endodontists)
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‘There is not one case in my office
that I do not use my microscope’

Dr. Josh Todd is a dual board-certified
general dentist and endodontist in Pen-
sacola, Fla. Endo Tribune sat down with
him to get his thoughts on the Seiler
Dental Alpha Air Microscope.

Dr. Todd, can you tell us what initially led
you to choose the Seiler Dental Alpha Air

Microscope for your practice?

When I was looking to start my practice
in 2020, I explored all the options that
were available to me. I considered the
decision about which microscope I was
going to use in my practice as one of the
more clinically important decisions that
I was going to make.

Our microscopes are used every day for
every case that we do. So I did not make
this choice lightly and spoke with mul-
tiple different companies. But I settled
on the Seiler Alpha Air because its over-
all footprint was small with great optics
and the light intensity was excellent. The
different levels of magnification have al-
lowed me to make all the necessary ad-
justments during treatment so that I can
see all the necessary details.

Could you describe the specific dental
surgeries or procedures where the Seiler
microscope has been particularly
beneficial?

There is not one case in my office that
I do not use my microscope. I use it for
every nonsurgical root canal treatment,
retreatment cases and apical surgery. I
feel that my practice is made easier by
the high-quality microscopes that Seiler
has installed in my office.

There has not been one case where I
have thought, “I wish I was able to see
closer or there was not enough light.” My
Seiler microscopes are essential to each
case success.

How has the incorporation of the Seiler
microscope impacted the outcomes for
your patients?

Anytime we have better magnification
and visualization of the internal anato-
my of the tooth it affords us an increased
ability to locate the challenging anato-
my that we are tasked with locating and
disinfecting every day. By having the
Alpha Air in my practice, I believe that I
am giving myself the best chance to lo-
cate each and every canal that needs to
be cleaned and improving the outcome
for my patients.

What are some unique features or
technological advancements in the Seiler
Dental Alpha Air Microscope that you
find most useful in your practice?

A few things that I love about my Alpha
Air is the VarioFocus and the ability to
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Dr. Josh Todd with his Seiler microscope. (Photo/Provided by Seiler Medical)

increase or decrease the light intensity
to help me see in every circumstance
that presents itself. Each case is not the
same and being able to customize what
I need in order to complete the case is
very important to me.

I also use the live video feed that is
connected to a TV in the operatory so
that I am able to best communicate to
patients what I am seeing and be able to
show them. It has made communication
very simple and easier to understand for
the patients.

How do you use the microscope to
educate your patients about their
treatments, and has it helped in
improving patient comfort and trust?
When patients come in anxious and ner-
vous about their Tx we inform them that
we are so confident in what we are doing
that we will even allow them to observe
the Tx if they would like. It sounds kind
of weird, but it has put a lot of patients
at ease when I can explain each step of
what I am doing. I think it helps them
gain confidence in us as providers, and
they feel that I am not trying to hide
anything from them.

It also gives me an opportunity to
point out if anything is abnormal like
cracks, decay or if anything looks abnor-
mal about their restoration. I think that
people appreciate the transparency that
we are able to provide.

Can you speak to the long-term reliability
and maintenance requirements of the
Seiler microscope in a high-usage dental
setting?

We have not had any issues with our
microscopes. The microscopes were
installed in one day and then have not

needed anyone to return for any issues
related to them. We have a high-volume
practice and the microscopes are used a
lot throughout the year, and they per-
form at the highest level each and every
time.

From a financial perspective, how

do you evaluate the cost-effectiveness
and return on investment of the Seiler
microscope in your practice?

I'think that there is no better microscope
on the market that offers the quality for
the price that Seiler offers. I would rec-
ommend these scopes to everyone that
I know is looking to start their practice.
I can also say that the customer service
I have received from Seiler has been ex-
cellent.

We had lightning strike our building,
and one of the microscope’s power sup-
plies needed to be replaced. Sieler made
sure [ had that part within a few days
so that I could be up and running again
while I sorted out all the insurance is-
sues.

Seiler did not have to do that, and they
really came through for me. I also hosted
an open house when I opened my new
office, and they sent a representative to
help showcase our equipment.

I feel it is important to mention these
things because that has been the level of
customer service I have received. They
are an excellent company that offers a
very high quality item for a really good
price.

Looking ahead, how do you see the role
of advanced microscopes like the Seiler
evolving in endodontics and general
dentistry?

Where we sit today, microscopes in end-

Here in Los Angeles

To learn more about the Seiler Dental Alpha Air
Microscope, stop by booth No. 900.

About Dr. Todd

Dr. Josh Todd is a dual board-certified general den-
tist and endodontist. He received his undergradu-
ate degree from Auburn University and went on to
earn his DMD at the University of Louisville School
of Dentistry. From there, he took his commission as
an officerin the Army, where he completed two ad-
vanced residency programs in general dentistry
and endodontics. He practiced general dentistry for
seven years before returning to pursue his end-
odontic training. He served as the Chief Dental Of-
ficer from 2010 to 2013 in Hohenfels, Germany, and
was the lead endodontic mentor at the Advanced
Dental Education program at Ft. Campbell, Ky.,
from 2017 to 2020. He opened Elite Endodontics in
Pensacola, Fla., in August 2020.

odontics is the standard of care. I don’t
think there is any programs letting resi-
dents learn without a microscope. I do
think that we will see microscopes show
up in general dentist offices more often
in the future because no provider ever
says that they wish they could see less
or did not want more light or details. Es-
pecially since it improves our ergonom-
ics and truly helps extend our ability to
practice. I would expect more and more
general dentist to adopt microscopes
into their restorative practices in the fu-
ture.

The Seiler Dental Alpha Air Microscope

is known for its superior LED lighting at
over 150,000 LUX and a high CRI. How
does this advanced lighting feature
enhance your visibility and precision
during root canal procedures, and what
difference has it made in comparison to
other lighting systems you've used in the
past?

I have been a practitioner for about
16 years, which includes seven years as a
general dentist and the rest as an endo-
dontist. In all my time, I have never had a
light that Ilike as much as the LED light-
ing in my Alpha Air.

The visibility is just so good and makes
everything bright and clear even when I
am looking at the most posterior teeth
that I have to treat. This is one of those
features that separates Seiler from its
competitors.

I have added a few associates over this
past year, and they all have commented
on how good the lighting is and how
much they like the Alpha Air micro-
scopes that we have in our office.
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MEDICAL
Seiler Medical, based in St. Louis, MO, has been delivering world-class microscopes for various CONTACT US:
applications for 78 years, utilizing high-quality German Schott glass and offering the lightest dental (800) 489-2282

surgical microscope on the market, with an impressive illumination of over 150,000 lux LED. The medical@seilermedical.com
company prides itself on providing a lifetime warranty on mechanics and optics, underscoring its
commitment to product durability and reliability. www.seilermedical.com



